Having read with much interest the paper by Professor Black (JRSM 2007;100:219-224), 1 may I be permitted to comment on the penultimate section, 'Emergence of the professions'.
It should be mentioned that the British Dental Association has never been a regulatory body established by an Act of Parliament. It was created in 1879 and held its first general meeting in 1880; the first president was John Tomes, who was given a knighthood in 1886. 2 The Dentist Act of 1921 led to the creation of the regulatory body, the Dental Board of the United Kingdom, which functioned under the auspices of the General Medical Council. The Dentist Act of 1956 resulted in self-government by the newly created General Dental Council. At the first meeting of the Council of the GDC the president, Sir Wilfred Fish, expressed the dental profession's grateful thanks to the GMC for the advice, support and the many kindnesses that had been given over the years. The message of thanks was formalized in a Council resolution; 50 years on, the wording of the last part might appear a little dated.
' Cornelius Janssen van Keulen, 1593-1664, was a Dutch portrait painter who was born in London and moved to live in Amsterdam in 1643. The portrait of Harvey which has been in the possession of the Royal College of Physicians since before the Great Fire of London of 1666 has been ascribed to Janssen, but this is now thought to be highly unlikely. 2 Two other portraits of Harvey are those attributed to Daniel Mytens, 1590-1642, in the National Portrait Gallery since 1976, and a lost portrait by Sir Peter Lely, 1618-1680, of which five copies have recently been identified. 3 
